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51 pro-monarchy protesters 
held in Nepal, curfew lifted

Ukrainians expect Russia to launch  fresh 
offensive to strengthen negotiating position

Trump expresses openness to tariff deals 
after reciprocal tariffs enforced on 2 Apr

US judge temporarily halts deportations to 
third countries without chance to challenge

Vance accuses Denmark of ‘under-investing’ in GreenlandIsrael strikes Beirut for first time since 
ceasefire ended  latest Israel-Hezbollah war

Reports indicated that the protest was led by the Nawaraj Subedi-led joint movement committee
AGENCIES 
KATHMANDU, 29 MARCH 
 

C
urfew order, restrict-
ing movement, gath-
erings, and protests, 
was lifted in Nepal’s 

Baneshwar-Tinkune stretch 
and surrounding areas on 
Saturday as tension eased.  

Till now, 51 people, mostly 
top pro-monarchy protes-
tors, including the senior 
vice-chairman of the Rastriya 
Prajatantra Party Rabindra 
Mishra, General Secretary 
Dhawal Sumsher Rana, Swa-
gat Nepal, Shepherd Limbu 
and Santosh Tamang, as 
well some other leaders for 
‘instigating’ violence, accord-
ing to local media reports. 

Nepal’s police have inten-
sified arrests following the 
pro-monarch protests that 
took place in Tinkune, Kath-
mandu. Violence during Fri-
day’s pro-monarchy demon-

strations led to deaths, van-
dalism of private property, 
and arson. 

“With Friday’s arson, van-
dalism, and killings, public 
sympathy and support for 
royalists have declined sig-
nificantly. We expect deep 
divisions within the various 
pro-Hindu and pro-monar-
chy groups following Friday’s 
violence. But, now onwards, 
we will take all necessary 
measures to contain their 

activities,” a Nepal Home 
Ministry official told The 
Kathmandu Post. 

Meanwhile, the curfew 
was initially imposed by the 
district administration on 
Friday as two people died 
and 45 others were injured 
in violent clashes between 
security personnel and pro-
monarchy protesters. 

The protestors were call-
ing for the restoration of 
the abolished monarchy in 

Nepal, according to media 
reports. 

Tension ran high in Tin-
kune after people tried to 
break through the security 
barricade. In response, secu-
rity personnel fired tear gas 
canisters to disperse the 
protesters.  

Later, the police opened 
fire to take the situation 
under control, Nepali news 
outlet Annapurna Express 
reported. 

Social media footage 
showed protesters seizing 
police firearms and launch-
ing violent attacks. Reports 
indicated that the protest 
was led by the Nawaraj Sube-
di-led joint movement com-
mittee, with businessman 
Durga Prasai mobilising 
supporters. 

The Rajendra Lingden-
led Rastriya Prajatantra Party 
also backed the demonstra-
tion. 

Nepal’s Ministry of Home 
Affairs issued a stern warning 
to those involved in violent 
protests on Friday, stressing 
that they wil l  be held 
accountable for their crimes. 

Nepal’s Prime Minister 
KP Sharma Oli also called 
an emergency meeting of 
the Council of Ministers 
after the Joint People’s Move-
ment Committee, formed 
to restore the monarchy, 
engaged in violence. 
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Russian forces are preparing 
to launch a fresh military 
offensive in the coming 
weeks to maximise the pres-
sure on Ukraine and strength-
en the Kremlin’s negotiating 
position in ceasefire talks, 
Ukrainian government and 
military analysts said. 

The move could give Russ-
ian President Vladimir Putin 
every reason to delay dis-
cussions about pausing the 
fighting in favor of seeking 
more land, the Ukrainian 
officials said, renewing their 
country’s repeated argu-
ments that Russia has no 

intention of engaging in 
meaningful dialogue to end 
the war. 

With the spring fighting 
season drawing near, the 
Kremlin is eyeing a multi-
pronged push across the 
1,000-kilometre (621-mile) 
front line, according to the 
analysts and military com-
manders. 

Citing intelligence reports, 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said Russia is getting 
ready for new offensives in 
the northeast Sumy, Kharkiv 
and Zaporizizhia regions. 

“They’re dragging out the 
talks and trying to get the 
United States stuck in endless 
and pointless discussions 

about fake ‘conditions’ just 
to buy time and then try to 
grab more land,” Zelenskyy 
said Thursday in a visit to 
Paris. “Putin wants to nego-
tiate over territory from a 
stronger position.” 

Two G7 diplomatic officials 
in Kyiv agreed with that 
assessment. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
because they were not autho-
rised to brief the press. 

Russia has effectively 
rejected an American proposal 
for an immediate and full 
30-day halt in the fighting, 
and the feasibility of a partial 
ceasefire on the Black Sea 
was thrown into doubt after 
Kremlin negotiators imposed 
far-reaching conditions. 

Ukraine’s emergency serv-
ice said four people died and 
21 were injured Friday evening 
after Russian drones struck 
Dnipro in the country’s east. 
At least seven more people 
were injured when a Russian 
ballistic missile struck Kryvyi 
Rih, Zelenskyy’s hometown, 
according to local Gov. Serhii 
Lysak.
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US Vice President JD Vance 
said Friday that Denmark 
has “under-invested” in Green-
land’s security and demanded 
that Denmark change its 
approach as President Donald 
Trump pushes to take over 
the Danish territory. 

The pointed remarks came 
as Vance visited American 
troops on Pituffik Space Base 
on the mineral-rich, strate-
gically critical island alongside 
his wife and other senior US 
officials for a trip that was 
ultimately scaled back after 
an uproar among Greenlan-
ders and Danes who were 
not consulted about the orig-
inal itinerary. 

“Our message to Denmark 

is very simple: You have not 
done a good job by the people 
of Greenland,” Vance said. 
“You have under-invested 
in the people of Greenland, 
and you have under-invested 
in the security architecture 
of this incredible, beautiful 
landmass filled with incredible 
people. That has to change.” 

Vance said the USA has 
“no option” but to take a sig-

nificant position to ensure 
the security of Greenland as 
he encouraged a push in 
Greenland for independence 
from Denmark. 

“I think that they ultimately 
will partner with the United 
States,” Vance said. “We could 
make them much more 
secure. We could do a lot 
more protection. And I think 
they’d fare a lot better eco-

nomically as well.” 
The reaction by members 

of Greenland’s parliament 
and residents has rendered 
that unlikely, with anger 
erupting over the Trump 
administration’s attempts to 
annex the vast Arctic island.  

Danish Prime Minister 
Mette Frederiksen pushed 
back on Vance’s claim that 
Denmark isn’t doing enough 
for defense in the Arctic, 
calling her country “a good 
and strong ally.” 

Soon after arriving, Vance 
briefly addressed American 
troops stationed at the base 
as he and his wife sat down 
to lunch with them, saying 
that the Trump administration 
is very interested in “Arctic 
security.” He and his 
entourage, including national 

security advisor Mike Waltz, 
Energy Secretary Chris Wright 
and Sen. Mike Lee of Utah, 
later received briefings from 
military officials. 

It was minus-3 degrees F 
(minus-19 degrees C) when 
the delegation landed at the 
remote base 750 miles (1,200 
kilometres) north of the Arctic 
Circle.  

“It’s cold as s—- here. 
Nobody told me,” Vance said, 
prompting laughs. 

The revised trip to the 
semi-autonomous Danish 
territory comes as relations 
between the USA and the 
Nordic country, a traditional 
US ally and NATO member, 
have soured. Trump had 
repeatedly suggested that 
the United States should in 
some form control the island.
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Israel on Friday launched 
an attack on Lebanon’s cap-
ital for the first time since a 
ceasefire ended the latest 
Israel-Hezbollah war in 
November. 

Agency reporters in Beirut 
heard a loud boom and wit-
nessed smoke rising from 
an area in the city’s southern 
suburbs that Israel’s military 
had vowed to strike. 

It marked Israel’s first 
strike on Beirut since a cease-
fire took hold last November 
between it and the Hezbollah 
militant group, though Israel 
has attacked targets in south-
ern Lebanon almost daily 

since then. 
Israel’s army said it hit a 

Hezbollah drone storage 
facility in Dahiyeh, which it 
called a militant stronghold. 
The strike came after Israel, 
which accuses Hezbollah of 
using civilians as human 
shields, warned residents 
to evacuate the area. 

The area struck is a resi-
dential and commercial area 
and is close to at least two 
schools. 

Israeli officials said the 
attack was retaliation for 
rockets it said were fired 
from Lebanon into northern 
Israel. They promised strikes 
on Beirut would continue 
unless Lebanon’s govern-
ment worked to ensure such 

attacks ceased. 
“We will not allow firing 

at our communities, not even 
a trickle,” Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said. “We will attack every-
where in Lebanon, against 
any threat to the State of 
Israel.” 

Hezbollah denied firing 
the rockets, and accused 
Israel of seeking a pretext 
to continue attacking 
Lebanon. 

Lebanon’s government 
ordered all schools and uni-
versities in Beirut’s southern 
suburb of Hadath to close 
for the day. Residents were 
seen fleeing the area in cars 
and on foot ahead of the 
strike. 
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American President Donald 
Trump has expressed open-
ness to cutting tariff deals 
with other countries as he 
plans to unveil new taxes on 
imports in the coming days, 
but he suggested any deals 
would be made after the 
tariffs go into place on 2 April.  

"It’s possible if we can get 
something for the deal — 
but, you know, we’ve been 
taken advantage of for 40 
years, maybe more. It’s just 
not going to happen anymore. 
But yeah, I’m certainly open 
to it,” Trump told reporters 
on Friday aboard Air Force 

One as he travelled to Florida, 
on being asked if he was 
open to making deals with 
countries like the UK that 
have discussed reducing 
tariffs on the USA. 

Pressed on whether that 
would happen before the 
tariffs are announced, he 
said: “No. Probably later.” 

Trump also reiterated 
plans to announce pharma-

ceutical tariffs. 
The President declined to 

provide a specific rate for those 
tariffs, but said it would be 
“enough to get the drugs and 
the pharmaceutical companies 
bringing their product into 
our country — we never want 
to have to rely on other coun-
tries, like we did during Covid.” 

He downplayed a shift in 
tone regarding Canada fol-
lowing his Friday morning 
call with Prime Minister Mark 
Carney, saying: “I’ve always 
loved Canada and we had a 
very good conversation.” 

Trump told reporters that 
countries, including Britain, 
had reached out to the United 
States to negotiate deals and 

avoid the reciprocal tariffs. 
The European Union is 

outlining concessions it is 
prepared to offer the Trump 
administration in an effort 
to secure a partial rollback 
of American tariffs that have 
already impacted the bloc's 
exports and are set to rise 
after 2 April. 

Bloomberg, citing sources, 
reported that during meetings 
in Washington this week, EU 
officials were told the new 
auto and reciprocal tariffs 
set to take effect next week 
could not be avoided.  

Discussions also began 
on the possible framework 
for a deal to reduce these 
tariffs.
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A federal judge temporarily 
blocked the Trump admin-
istration Friday from deport-
ing people who have exhaust-
ed legal appeals to countries 
other than their own without 
first being allowed to argue 
that it would jeopardise their 
safety. 

US District Judge Brian 
E. Murphy ruled that people 
with final orders of removal 
must have “a meaningful 
opportunity” to argue that 
being sent to a third country 
presents a level of danger 
deemed worthy of protection. 
His order remains in effect 
until the case advances to 

the next stage of arguments. 
The decision is a setback 

for an administration that 
has sent people to countries 
including Panama, Costa 
Rica and El Salvador when 
it is difficult to deport them 
to their homelands. In some 
cases a judge may determine 
that a person’s homeland is 
too dangerous but authorities 
can send them to a third 
country. 

The Homeland Security 
Department did not imme-
diately respond to a request 
for comment, but adminis-
tration attorneys argued that 
a temporary halt would inter-
fere with immigration 
enforcement. 

Murphy, who was 

appointed by President Joe 
Biden, sided with advocacy 
groups including the National 
Immigration Litigation 
Alliance, which sued Sunday 
in Boston on behalf of people 
who were transferred to third 
countries or feared they 
would be soon. 

One plaintiff, identified 
only by initials in court filings, 
is a Guatemalan man who 
was sent to Mexico, where 
he says he was previously 
raped.  

A US immigration judge 
determined that it was unsafe 
for him to go to Guatemala, 
but the man did not have a 
chance to argue against being 
sent to Mexico. The man is 
“hiding” in Guatemala. 


